
Generated on 21/10/2026 17:23

KNOWLEDGE BASE · PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Installing Evolution API with
Docker Compose on a VPS

WhatsApp & APIs

CODE

RLX-MZ-KB-978
VERSION

v2026.10.10
COUNTRY · LANGUAGE

Mozambique · English

Interweb Mozambique

RLX Holdings, S.A. · Group RLX Holdings
Tax ID (NUIT) 401 191 607 · Legal entity no. (NUEL) 105 045 974 · Economic activity code (CAE)
62022

https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/978



Interweb Mozambique · RLX-MZ-KB-978 · v2026.10.10 Installing Evolution API with Docker Compose on a VPS

Page 2 of 4RLX Holdings, S.A. · Tax ID (NUIT) 401 191 607

Installing Evolution API with Docker Compose on a VPS
 WhatsApp & APIs  Created on October 10, 2026  3 min read

You install Evolution API on a VPS with Docker Compose: one file describes the services (the API, the database and,

in many guides, Redis), a second file holds the settings, and one command brings it all up. What this article does not

do is copy the compose file, because it changes with each version. The right file is in the project’s official

documentation, and that is where you should take it from.

  Before you start

You need Why

A VPS with root access Evolution API does not run on shared hosting, which has no Docker. See

first steps with your VPS.

An operating system with good

documentation

Ubuntu 22.04 LTS has the most. See which operating system to choose.

Docker and Docker Compose If you do not have them yet, start with installing Docker and Docker

Compose.

A domain or subdomain To put HTTPS in front of the API. It can come later, but do not leave the

API open in the meantime.

  Step by step

1 Connect to the VPS over SSH and create a folder for this project alone, for example evolution .

Everything that follows lives inside it, which makes backups easier.

2 Get the compose file from Evolution API’s official documentation, along with the example settings

file that goes with it. Check that the example matches the version of the image you are going to use.

https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/98/First-steps-with-your-VPS.html
https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/286/Which-operating-system-to-choose-for-your-VPS-or-server.html
https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/878/Installing-Docker-and-Docker-Compose-on-a-VPS.html
https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/878/Installing-Docker-and-Docker-Compose-on-a-VPS.html


Interweb Mozambique · RLX-MZ-KB-978 · v2026.10.10 Installing Evolution API with Docker Compose on a VPS

Page 3 of 4RLX Holdings, S.A. · Tax ID (NUIT) 401 191 607

 Do not leave the API exposed and unprotected.

Until you have HTTPS and a firewall, the key is the only barrier. Docker publishes ports by editing the

network rules itself, so an ordinary firewall may not hide them. Read securing Evolution API.

  When something goes wrong

Symptom Where to look

The API service restarts over and

over

The logs: database unreachable, a setting missing, or a password that differs

between the files.

The database will not start Disk space and volume permissions. See Docker filling the disk.

You cannot reach the API from

outside

The port and the firewall. See ports and firewall on a VPS.

Everything is lost on restart The persistent volume is missing. Fix the compose file before linking any

number.

 Do not use docker compose down -v  to “clean up”. The -v  option deletes the volumes, and with them

the database and the sessions. To stop the services without losing data, plain docker compose down  is

enough.

3 Generate the API key. The AUTHENTICATION_API_KEY  setting protects every request. Make it random,

for instance with openssl rand -hex 32 , and write it into the settings file. Never publish it.

4 Pick the database. PostgreSQL or MySQL, according to the documentation. Use a strong password,

different from the API key. If the example includes Redis, leave it in.

5 Check the volumes. The compose file must keep the instances and the database in volumes. Without

them a restart wipes the sessions and you scan every QR code again.

6 Bring the services up with docker compose up -d , in the project folder.

7 See whether they started. docker compose ps  lists the services and docker compose logs -f

follows the logs. Look for database connection errors or missing settings.

https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/994/Securing-Evolution-API-key-HTTPS-and-the-open-port.html
https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/890/Docker-filling-the-disk-images-volumes-and-logs.html
https://www.meu.interweb.co.mz/knowledgebase/904/Ports-and-firewall-on-a-VPS-why-your-app-is-not-reachable.html
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  RECOMMENDED

No server yet? Pick a VPS with root access.

 See VPS servers 

  SEE ALSO

Installing Docker and Docker Compose 

Docker Compose with a database 

VPS servers 
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